Engineering Graduate Student Information Literacy: Are We Meeting the Need? by Lalwani, Leena et al.
Deep Blue
Deep Blue https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/documents
Research Collections Library (University of Michigan Library)
2018-06-23
Engineering Graduate Student
Information Literacy: Are We Meeting
the Need?
Lalwani, Leena
American Society for Engineering Education
Lalwani, L. N., & Niehof, J. M., & Grochowski, P. F. (2018, June), Board 94 : Engineering
Graduate Student Information Literacy: Are We Meeting the Need? Paper presented at 2018
ASEE Annual Conference & Exposition , Salt Lake City, Utah. https://peer.asee.org/30141
http://hdl.handle.net/2027.42/146141
Downloaded from Deep Blue, University of Michigan's institutional repository
Leena Lalwani, Jamie Niehof, Paul Grochowski       Art, Architecture & Engineering Library, University of Michigan-Ann Arbor
RESULTS
DEPARTMENTAL
RESPONSE 
BREAKDOWN
DATABASES
SEARCHED
Zotero
Mendeley
EndNote  OTHER: 
BibTex
Papers
Enter manually
NoneOther
RefWorks
20 40 60 80 100 120
39
84
38
135
18
140
Number of Responses
CITATION MANAGER USE
Google Scholar
Web of Science
Scopus
Engineering Village
PubMed
Other
50 100 150 200 250 300
300
49
61
26
99
49
OTHER: 
“whatever lib.umich oers”
IEEExplore
ACM Digital Library
MIRLYN book catalog
ScienceDirect
BACKGROUND
METHODOLOGIES
LOOKING FORWARD
       Results indicate graduate students will benet                               
                           from additional library instruction. Based on 
                           collaboration with administrators and depart-           
                          ments, the engineering librarians plan to put in 
place a new instruction program starting in fall 2018. This will 
be assessed annually by a survey of graduate students, conven-
ing a graduate student advisory group, and adding library-
related questions to graduate student exit interviews. 
      Open Period: Nov. 6 - 28, 2017
      Method: Email sent to departmental  graduate      
                             student groups.
Responses: 392 students out of 3,637 CoE grad student enroll-
ment (10.7% response rate)
CoE graduate populaton is 27% of total UM grad population 
(CoE = 3,637 and UM = 13,415)
INITIAL SURVEY
FOCUS GROUP    
Attendees: 18 grad students (2 masters, 16 PhD)
When: Early December, 2017
What: 8 formal questions, with time for discussion
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FUNDING
Need to find funding for your research?
Number of Responses Number of Responses
      Engineering librarians at the University of Michigan
                          have historically instructed engineering graduate
                         students on topics such as conducting literature
                         reviews, data management, and nding research 
funding. These sessions were in response to specic requests from 
students or faculty. 
In fall 2017, the engineering librarians conducted a survey and 
focus group of engineering graduate students to gain information 
on whether a broader program of library instruction would better 
meet graduate students’ needs regarding information literacy and 
general research topics.
Want to learn how to find funding 
for your research?  
RESEARCH DATA
 - Most are confident their research data is saved appropriately
 - Almost all are confident they can analyze their data effectively
 - Most want training on how to comply with grant regulations
 - Access to Articles
 - Finding Funding
 - Data Management Education
 - Return the Engineering Books to the Library
Highlighted survey results.
Opinions on literature reviews, knowledge of copyright, and finding 
the best journals for publications. 
SURVEY RESULTS NOT PICTURED
